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VILLAGE OF MAHOMET 
STUDY SESSION 

NOVEMBER 17, 2015 
 

The Village of Mahomet Board of Trustees met at p.m. Tuesday November 17, 2015 at the Village of Mahomet 
Administrative Offices, 503 E. Main St., Mahomet, IL. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Bruce Colravy, Vicki Cook, Andy Harpst, Donald Lynn, Bill Oliger and Brian 

Metzger 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: Village President Sean Widener, Village Administrator Patrick Brown, Village 

Clerk Cheryl Sproul, Chief of Police Mike Metzler, Village Attorney Jim Evans, 
Village Treasurer Jeanne Schacht, Community Development Director/Planner 
Kelly Pfeifer, Mahomet Daily Dani Tietz Amelia Benner editor of the Mahomet 
Citizen, Lori Ludwig, Judith McDowell, Lutz K. Bräunig, John Kindt, Patrick and 
Helen Murphy, Davide and Barbara Johnson, Justin Taylor, Rich Minick, Brian 
Romanowski, Mike Tilford, Fran Street, Ann Paul, Katy McCue, Josh DeYoung, 
Erik Gustafson, Dan Becker, Meg and Melvin Drennan, Carol Welch, Dale 
Smoes, Wayne Schwager, Jason Shifo, Steve Fitzsimmons, and others. 

 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL 
 

President Widener waived the Pledge since it had been done at the previous meeting. 
 
A quorum was found upon Roll Call. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 
None. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 

A. VIDEO GAMING IN THE VILLAGE OF MAHOMET 
 
 B. DISCUSSION OF LIQUOR ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

 
Widener stated these two issues would be discussed together and noted that previous discussion had taken place.  
He noted that staff had gathered some new information and had them present first. 
 
Brown reviewed the proposed changes to the liquor ordinance that would be amended if video gaming was permitted.  
He noted these changes were made in order to discourage video cafes. 
 
Brown discussed the background of this issue stating that in December 2009 the Board had made added to their 
ordinance the ban on video gaming due to the mandate from the State that municipalities had to ban video gaming 
when the Stated voted to allow it.  Brown noted the Board, at that time, placed the ban with the idea that this issue 
would be revisted in the future once the State had implemented their regulations.  The Board wanted time to study 
this before making a lasting decision and giving up control to the State. 
 
Brown stated the motivation of revisiting this issue was to look at the economic impact this would and does have on 
the community. 
 
Brown stated there are properties in unincorporated Mahomet adjacent to the Village limits and banning video gaming 
ties the Village’s hands to annex these properties. 
 
Brown compared video gaming to permitting alcohol sales in Mahomet after years of being dry.  He stated the 
advocates of legalizing alcohol sales argued that this prohibition put Village businesses at a disadvantage to 
businesses located just outside the Village corporate limits or in Champaign.  He stated the Village was also missing 
out on retail sales revenues and new business growth such as restaurants locating within the Village. 
 
Brown stated Staff had been requested to explore what impact not having the video gaming would have on the 
current establishments who are eligible for video gaming and to provide an estimate for future business growth and 
opportunities for the Village of Mahomet. 
 
He reviewed the following results: 
 
Video gaming revenue (to the Village) would be approximately $60K annually or $600K over a ten-year period. 
 
Annual Sales Tax could range from $230K to $360K annually or $2.3M to $3.6M over a ten-year period. 
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Total revenue could range from $290K to $420K annually or $2.9M to $4.24M over a ten-year period. 
 
He stated the above estimates would represent new revenue for the Village of Mahomet, excluding property taxes.  
He noted the estimates had been based on past and/or imminent opportunities such as an average sized travel 
center and annexed properties. 
 
He stated Staff further believed the Village would have a higher likelihood of larger tract voluntary annexations that 
would be beneficial for the Village for development and sales taxes without this being a limitation on retail or business 
use. 
 
Brown stated Staff was also asking the Board to consider amending the liquor ordinance to allow control over the 
types of establishments who can be issued liquor licenses and subsequently be eligible for a gaming license.  He 
noted the proposed restrictions would require total gross revenues from video gaming could not exceed 50% of the 
total gross revenues from combined sales of food, alcohol and video gaming in any calendar year. 
 
He also noted the number of licenses would be limited. 
 
Brown reviewed the alternatives, prior Board action and Community Input.  He also noted that the Mahomet Area 
Economic Development Commission had taken an official stance of endorsing video gaming in Mahomet. He stated 
they believed it would show support for the business community and would create future economic development. 
 
Brown stated it was estimated the Village’s initial annual revenue would be $20,000 - $25,000 a year assuming at 
least two establishments wanted video gaming terminals.  He anticipated approximately $11,250 per establishment 
assuming five machines. 
 
Widener stated staff had reached out and observed how the state and other communities have reacted.  He stated 
Mahomet was the benefactor of the wait and see approach and can learn from others mistakes. 
 
Widener added he believed the Board was not interested in gaming cafes, but want to give the opportunity to 
established businesses to be successful. 
 
He stated video gaming is not a decision the business owners have to do.  He stated he has seen other communities 
who have allowed it but the businesses decided they did not want or need it. 
 
Widener stated that inaction on this issue had confused people and he wanted to bring closure to it and be done with 
it whether it passes or not. 
 
Widener stated he hoped the Board patience show residents that the Board has been serious about not rushing into 
this.  He thanked the public for their patience whether they are for or again video gaming. 
 
Widener asked the Board if they had any questions or needed clarification before opening up public comment. 
 
Widener asked comments be limited to 4-5 minutes and if a point had been made he asked they refrain from 
repeating it. 
 
Widener read a portion of  a letter from Mark Kesler who could not attend.  He noted that Kesler serves on the 
Mahomet Area Economic Development Commission.  This letter has been placed on file with the minutes as part of 
the record. 
 
Widener reminded anyone speaking to state name and address. 
 
Lori Ludwig, 705 E. South Mahomet Rd. stated she had been passing petitions and found that more than 60% of the 
people she met do not favor adding video gaming.  She asked the Board if the issue could be put on a ballot to see 
what the community really wants.  Widener stated that was an option.  He added that it would be a non-binding 
referendum or an advisory referendum and the Board could vote against what the vote revealed as to what the 
Community wanted. 
 
Erik Gustafson, 810 Cedar Ridge, stated he is a pastor in the area, and loves Mahomet. 
 
He stated one Trustee had stated you cannot legislate morality.  He stated there are other laws that protect people 
such as stop signs, etc.  He noted the band must have been voted on in the first place because people thought it was 
not good for the community.  He asked the ban continue. 
 
He stated another question to ask is what kind of community do we want?  He stated the schools are one of the 
moving reasons people come here.  He stated he was concerned that is the community standard is driven by market 
principle, this kind of thinking would harm the community.  He stated the market principle was the reason liquor was 
permitted and now 7-8 years later gambling is being considered. 



3 

  
He stated he cares about the community and his concern that it is narrowly tailored to a few would not protect 
someone who is weak and has an addicting personality.  He stated he believed this community could do better. He 
stated over the last 100 years decision have been made and produced the community we have today. 

 
Professor John Kindt, 1503 W. Brookside Lane, stated he had been a voting member of Mahomet since 1982 and 
moved there for the great environment.  He stated he wanted to make it clear he resided in Mahomet because the 
last time he spoke it was not clear. 
 
He suggested everyone use Google or YouTube to view the 60 minutes video called “Slot Machines, The Big 
Gamble.”  He stated it was only 15 minutes long and cleared up some bad information. 
 
He stated you may have read a letter to the editor to the Mahomet Daily. 
 
Kindt gave some details of his background and his involvement with multiple studies on this issue. 
 
Kindt reported that South Carolina had completed a study on the effects of video gambling and when completed, 
wiped the slate clean and threw out all the slot machines.  He noted it has been found to be as addicting as crack 
cocaine.  The results of a Congressional study was not to bring these machines to your communities. 
 
Kindt stated it has been shown that for every $1.00 brought in by video gambling it cost $3.00 in social cost. 
 
He stated it had been shown that 10% of those gambling spend less on food and 25% raid their savings account in 
order to gamble.  He stated the Social cost over 10 years would be significant.  He stated bankruptcies go up and this 
is not entertainment. 
 
Kindt stated in the State of Illinois there was a scuba shop and a flower shop that had video gaming machines.  He 
stated he did not believe the limitation would work. 
 
Dan Becker, 1408 Cross Creek Rd. stated he was sympathetic to many of the points, but stated this was fought and 
lost in Springfield and video gaming was coming to Mahomet whether we like it or not.  Becker stated if you say no 
you can still get the worse aspects of it and none of the advantages. 
 
Carol Welch, 906 w. State stated she wondered if any of the Trustees had every helped someone who was addicted 
to these machines.  She gave an example of a bank in Urbana that lost $1,000,000 due to embezzlement by an 
employee who gambled. 
 
She stated she had circulated petitions and challenged the Board to talk to the people.  The people she talked to do 
not want video gaming in Mahomet. 
 
Rick Minick, owner of the Main Street Wingery and resident of 1413 N. Brookhaven Drive stated he did not want to 
debate morality or economic development, he was seeking support for his business from the Board. He stated the 
residents Mahomet do not have to eat at his restaurant and many of them probably do not. 
 
He stated his petitions were signed not strangers but by the people who sit in the seats of his restaurant and 
patronize his business.  He stated for more than 2 years people have been asking what’s happening with video 
gaming and he had to tell them his hands were tied.  He stated he has also seen people leave his restaurant to go 
elsewhere for the gaming over the last 2 years. 
 
He stated he is not there to debate morality and in a few weeks it will be here and the Board cannot do anything 
about it, but they can give him a level playing field to compete. 
 
Cook asked Minick if she would be annoyed with the noise and sounds these machines make.  Minick stated the 
volume can be adjusted.  Cook asked if the reaction of people who lose would affect her meal.  He stated he couldn’t 
answer that.  He stated he has played these machines if he had to wait in line at a restaurant.  He noted it was strictly 
a time passer. He compared it to child asking for $20.00 to play Skee Ball at Jupiters. 
 
Harpst stated anyone’s reaction to winning or losing at these machines would be no different than someone watching 
a game on a tv there and whether their team wins or loses. 
 
Minick stated as the owner he has a responsibility to know when his patrons have had too much to drink.  He sees it 
no different to see they have been at the machines for a few hours and say maybe they need to take a break. 
 
Brown read a portion of the propsed ordinance that says there would need to be a separate area for the games. 
 
 
 



 4 
Rev. Lutz Braunig stated he voiced his experience the last time he spoke to this.  He stated he was encouraged that 
the article that had been written about Justin Taylor’s businesses stated he was doing well. Braunig stated Mr. Minick 
needs to put good food on the table with good service.  He related an experience he had at the Wingery and stated 
he would not be back due to bad service. 
 
He stated his church as a food pantry and the people who use it buy lottery tickets.  He stated if video gaming was 
approved it would increase. 
 
Dave Novitiski, 1004 Maple Tree Lane stated he had lived here since 1991 and raised his children here.  He stated 
he was also a former restaurant operator and whether it is good service or bad service that is something they need to 
work out.  He stated it is an economic issue.  He said it is great to have family community but are we done growing,  
are we going to keep it like this and we are good like we are, but if the Community continues to grow with no other tax 
revenue coming in but property tax people will not be able to afford to live here. 
 
He stated he does not gamble but he does not believe it will be as bad as the picture has been painted.  He stated he 
had a family member who dies deeply in debt he found a way to gamble and today it is even easier.  He stated you 
can gamble on the internet or just make a phone call.  He noted that if people are addicted to gambling you are not 
going to stop them.  He stated he did not believe we are going to double the people using the food pantries because 
of it.  He stated gambling studies take in more than just video gambling. 
 
Mike Tilford, 305 E. Franklin, stated he participated in the 2009 ban. He stated Video gaming is a pseudonym.  He 
plays Mario with his grandson and that is video gaming.  He stated this discussion is about slot machines.  He stated 
studies are just playing with numbers. 
 
He stated he emailed the Board members and thanked those that replied.  He said the statement to dismiss the 
morality argument shocked him because of the culture and essence of this town.  He stated Mahomet does not need 
them.  He stated these two businesses that are requesting this seem to be flourishing and he patronizes both places.  
He stated they do not need them. 
 
Steve Fitzsimmons, 207 N. Sharon Drive, stated he heard a lot of disrespectful chatter when people were speaking 
but he was not going to speak to that.  He stated he has gambled before, been to Vegas, and the riverboat.  He 
stated he and his wife call it entertainment.  He stated there are people looking at people like him as if they are bad 
people because they gamble.  He stated he is disturbed that he is looked at as a bad person.  He stated he gambles 
every time he comes to the fire station when he goes to a burning house. 
 
He stated not everyone is going to agree with it or like it, but there are a lot of people that do want it and do like it.  If 
they were going to get addicted to gambling they would already be there. 
 
Cook thanked him for his service to the Fire Department 
 
Fran Street, 1304 Hickory Tree Ct. stated she spoke before and she appreciated the chance to speak and for the 
Trustees listening. 
 
She stated the Board was between a rock and a hard place.  She stated she likes the Shop where you live, shop 
where you love program, but she is afraid the signs will change and say gamble where you live, gamble where you 
love. 
 
She related a story from a time she was in Texas, and someone knew went to dinner and heard a man yell he was 
going to sit at that machine until it paid out.  Her friend told her what really disturbed him was the 4 year old playing in 
the trash can while he gambled.  She stated you may have a separate room, but it could also just be a rope.   
 
She stated she knew a student that wanted to pass a petition at school, but the petitions said something about being 
a registered voter. She suggested she pass it and put what grade they are in. 
 
She told the Board this is on their watch and asked is that what they want to be known for. 
 
Jason Shifo, 1206 Windwood Lane suggested visiting the Gaming Board website.  He stated even they call it a 
disease.  He stated it is a problem.  He stated the Board may say it is not their job legislate morality but it is their job 
to protect our community.  Shifo stated he does a lot of marital counseling and the number one problem is money.  
He wondered if when a police officer goes to a domestic disturbance if they ask if there is a gaming problem. 
 
Shifo stated places like “Dotties” are sprouting up everywhere.  He noted they like to put them in little strip malls.  He 
stated if you take your children to the Play Place at Mc Donalds you can see the big Dotties billboard from there. 
 
He stated, he wondered with what Champaign made on their video gaming how much their people had to lose in 
order for them to make it. 
 
He stated it was the Trustees to protect our community and our people from the slippery slope. 
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Brian Romanowski, 204 Barbara Drive stated he wanted to speak to leveling the playing field.  He stated it has been 
shown that 60% of the money goes outside of our community from video gaming.  He stated that money could have 
been used to support other business in the community. 
 
He noted that he had asked for a cost benefit analysis the last time this had been discussed and asked if it had been 
done.  Widener stated it had not, but that it would be up for interpretation.  Romanowski asked if leveling the playing 
field for other businesses would be done so they too could have a video gaming license so they can make up for the 
money taken away from them by video gaming.  He asked if it would add jobs or would it ruin job in our community. 
 
He asked that the Trustees to do a cost benefit analysis.  He stated once South Carolina did the study they repealed 
video gaming.  He asked the Board to evaluate the cost before they made a decision. 
 
Widener welcomed everyone to stay, but took a 3 minute recess for those that wanted to leave. 
 
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTION, OTHER MOTIONS: 
 
FINANCE 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Schacht stated she would answer any questions the Trustees may have on her report. 
 
Pointed out that Village received invoice for insurance – have had a increase 5.6%.  Had increased the Wastewater 
Plant due to expansion and had to increase equipment and also added the new life station. 
 
She stated did not receive Use Tax, and other taxes. 
 
She stated sales tax, income tax etc that we should receive. 
She did not include Motor Fuel tax. 
 
Widener asked if IDOT on how to move forward on our 2016 MFT.  Have they received any guidance. 
 
Schacht stated have to estimate on unimpacted balance. 
 
Brown stated this would create issues next year’s operations. 
 
Schacht – stated the MFT could issue a revised estimate.  Widener stated have been told the funds are being 
deposited to the accounts. 
 
Schacht stated she provided a chart showing insurance charges. 
 
Lynn moved, seconded, “TO PLACE THE TREASURER’S REPORT ON THE CONSENT AGENDA FOR THE 
NOVEMBER 24, 2015 BOARD MEETING.”  ROLL CALL: ALL YES.  Motion carried. 

 
BILL LIST 

 
Schacht stated there would be additional bills on the Bill List that would be approved at the Board meeting.   
 
Harpst moved, Oliger seconded, “TO PLACE THE BILL LIST ON THE CONSENT AGENDA FOR THE 
NOVEMBER 24, 2015 BOARD MEETING.”  ROLL CALL: ALL YES.  Motion carried. 

 
AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR THE 2015-2016 FISCAL YEAR OF THE VILLAGE OF MAHOMET, 
ILLINOIS: 
 

Schacht stated the notice was in the paper last week and to date, she had not received any questions or comments.  
She included the memo and the Ordinances and Tax Levy Abatement Certificates. 
 
She invited the Trustees to direct any question, and/or comments to her before next week’s Board meeting  
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AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR STREET AND BRIDGE PURPOSES FOR THE 2015-2016 FISCAL 
YEAR OF THE VILLAGE OF MAHOMET, ILLINOIS: 

 
Schacht stated the notice was in the paper last week and to date, she had not received any questions or comments.  
She included the memo and the Ordinances and Tax Levy Abatement Certificates. 
 
She invited the Trustees to direct any question, and/or comments to her before next week’s Board meeting  
 
Colravy moved, Cook seconded, “TO PLACE AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR STREET AND BRIDGE 
PURPOSES FOR THE 2015-2016 FISCAL YEAR OF THE VILLAGE OF MAHOMET, ILLINOIS ON THE CONSENT 
AGENDA FOR THE NOVEMBER 24, 2015 BOARD MEETING.”  ROLL CALL: ALL YES.  Motion carried. 
 
AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR STREET AND BRIDGE PURPOSES FOR THE 2015-2016 FISCAL YEAR 
OF THE VILLAGE OF MAHOMET: 
 
There being no questions, Harpst moved, Lynn seconded, “TO PLACE AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR 
STREET AND BRIDGE PURPOSES FOR THE 2015-2016 FISCAL YEAR OF THE VILLAGE OF MAHOMET ON 
THE CONSENT AGENDA FOR THE NOVEMBER 24, 2015 BOARD AGENDA.”  ROLL CALL: ALL YES.  Motion 
carried. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION: 
 
RESOLUTION ACCPETING PAY REQUEST 1 AND FINAL FROM MAIN STREET CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
FOR THE AMOUNT OF $34,846.60 FOR TAYLOR FIELDS FENCE/BACKSTOP IMPROVEMENTS: 
 

Brown mentioned that this project came in under budget and has made a great improvement to the field. 
 
Metzger moved, Harpst seconded, ‘TO MOVE RESOLUTION ACCPETING PAY REQUEST 1 AND FINAL FROM 
MAIN STREET CONSTRUCTION COMPANY FOR THE AMOUNT OF $34,846.60 FOR TAYLOR FIELDS 
FENCE/BACKSTOP IMPROVEMENTS TO THE CONSENT AGENDA FOR THE NOVEMBER 24, 2015 BOARD 
MEETING.”  ROLL CALL: ALL YES.  Motion carried. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING: 
 
SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE UPDATE (NO ACTION EXPECTED); 

 
Pfeifer stated this ordinance will be polished up and stated she had outlined the major changes in the memo. 
 
Pfeifer invited the Trustees to call or email her with any questions they have.  She stated the Board will see this again 
at the December Study Session. 
 
Widener stated this is a significant change and added that a lot of public hearings, and public input had been 
considered. 
 
Brown stated the joint studies and outreach had been significant because staff did not want a room full of people 
angry because of the changes.  He added that he was proud of staff, the consulting engineers, and the Plan and 
Zoning Commission.  He noted that Widener had been a big help with this project as well. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
 
MONTHLY REPORTS: 
 

There were no questions on the monthly reports for Parks and Recreation, Police/ESDA, and Community 
Development. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 
Widener stated the Board meeting was scheduled for November 24, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  He stated the Video Gaming 
issue will be on the agenda next week. 
 
Cook asked if signage was going to be factor that needed to be looked at should video gaming come to Mahomet.  
Widener stated that had been considered and Staff had already been looking at updating the Sign Ordinance.  Pfeifer 
stated the Village’s sign regulations were already very restrictive.  She stated this Ordinance was complex but is a 
priority. 
 
Sean stated there was a wayfinding program that had been progressing but was stalled due to cutting funds. 
Hopefully address it in next year’s budget. 
 



7 

NEW BUSINESS 

(Discussion of any items that the Trustees may have for new business not listed on the agenda.  No formal 
action will be taken on these items during this proceeding) 

There was no new business. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Lynn moved, Cook seconded, “TO ADJOURN AT 7:50 P.M.  ROLL CALL: ALL YES.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cheryl Sproul 
Village Clerk/FOIA Officer 

/s/ Cheryl Sproul

approved as presented November 24, 2015


